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POSITION PAPER

Executing Juvenile Offenders: A Fundamental Failure

of Society

Position Paper of the Society for Adolescent Medicine

The Society for Adolescent Medicine (SAM) and the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) have the
protection of the health and well-being of adoles-
cents as a primary goal. With this joint policy state-
ment, SAM and AAP express our strong opposition
to the juvenile death penalty and call upon the
United States Supreme Court, the federal govern-
ment, and states to abolish the practice of executing
juvenile offenders.

SAM and AAP have previously affirmed the im-
portance of ensuring the health and well-being of
young people who are involved in the juvenile and
criminal justice systems [1,2]. It is well established
that the vast majority of adolescents involved in
these systems suffer from serious psychological and
physical health problems and are more likely than
the general adolescent population to have been vic-
tims of child abuse or neglect and to have experi-
enced school failure or learning disabilities [1-3].

For more than a century, the juvenile justice
system has been based on the principle that young
people who commit crimes should have an opportu-
nity for rehabilitation and treatment. The imposition
of the death penalty for juvenile offenders represents
the ultimate rejection of that principle. The execution
of offenders who were under age 18 at the time of
their crime is expressly prohibited by international
law in several treaties, such as the United Nations’
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the American
Convention on Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, and numerous
resolutions and reports by other international bodies
such as the European Union, the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, and the United Na-
tions Sub-Commission on Human Rights [4-6].
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The Society for Adolescent Medicine and the
American Academy of Pediatrics add our voices to
the emerging national and international consensus
opposing the death penalty for juvenile offenders.
SAM and the AAP are committed to working with
other professionals to address the comprehensive
health care needs of young people in the context of
their families, schools, and communities. We view
the execution of juvenile offenders as the most fun-
damental failure of society to provide young people
with the supports they need to grow up to lead
healthy, responsible, and productive lives.
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